212               COUNT D'HEILGMEK'S OVER-ZEAL         [JET. 34.
managed the business very dexterously; whilst one party went through a wood directly to the gun, another drew attention to another quarter.   We succeeded with little loss;: but,  being anxious  to reconnoitre   the  ground  near  the Morne Fortun^, he advanced very close to it, and fell in. with a strong party, who killed and wounded four officers, and eighteen or twenty men.    His zeal induced him  on the same night to do a thing which caused some of hi& people to be hurt, and might have been attended with worse  consequences.     I  had  desired  him   to   direct   the picquets on his right to communicate with one that I had. placed on the height in our front.    He not only did that, but ordered a company to take possession of the height on which the p-pounder had been, the one which I had not. thought fit to retain.   When we had retired after capturing the gun the enemy had placed  a strong picquet on the height.     This picquet  fired on his  company when they approached about midnight.     The shot   came   upon  the. picquet   I  had  placed.     They,  knowing  nothing   of the approach of the " Royal Strangers,"  conceived the firing-was at  them.     Major  Inglis, a   steady, good officer, fortunately prevented his  men from firing from  a wish to reserve  his  fire   until  they  came  nearer,   otherwise   the company of " Royal Strangers" sent by the Count would have  found itself between two  fires.     The French were driven back, and the company gained possession  of the height.    At the commencement of the fire I had gone to the picquet, and was with Major Inglis about the time the firing ceased.    We heard a great deal of talking and movement, and thought it was the enemy who meant to make an attack.    I left the major some time afterwards, but it was not till four in the morning that an officer of the " Royal Strangers"  came to report   to  me what  had  happened.. They had six men wounded, and three of Major  Inglis's men had been so.    I regretted the Count's officiousness;, it had been in my power to have the ground the evening before.    I, however, went forward to see if it was possible to retain it.    Day was beginning to break.    I saw it could.